
The members of the Pyhäjärvi Protection Fund 
during the fourth term in 2014–2020:  

the municipalities of Eura, Säkylä, Pöytyä, 
Oripää and Loimaa, the City of Rauma, Apetit Suomi Oyj, 

Sucros Oy, HKScan Finland Oy, Pyhäjärvi Fishing Area, 
Pyhäjärvi Protection Association, 

South West Finland Water Protection Association.

Please find more information on Pyhäjärvi 
and its protection programme at  

www.pyhajarvensuojelu.net

For further questions about Pyhäjärvi 
please contact the Pyhäjärvi Institute: 

Tel. +358 440 344 054 
toimisto@pji.fi

Pyhäjärvi Institute
Ruukinpuisto, Sepäntie 7

FI-27500 Kauttua
Finland
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Yeah, 
restoration 

efforts are still 
needed...

Lake Pyhäjärvi 
Lake Pyhäjärvi is the largest lake in the south-
west of Finland. Its area extends over the mu-
nicipalities of Säkylä, Eura and Pöytyä. Pyhäjär-
vi is open and shallow. It is regionally important 
as a recreational destination as well as a source 
of raw water for the municipalities and industry.

Pyhäjärvi was formed already during the land 
uplift in the postglacial period. The first peop-
le moved to the Pyhäjärvi region approximate-
ly 9,000 years ago. The basin of Lake Pyhäjär-
vi is geologically interesting, as it is a rift valley 
and its flat bottom still has sandstone, which 
was worn away in other areas during the ice age.

Two large rivers flow into Pyhäjärvi, the Pyhä-
joki from the east and the Yläneenjoki from 
the south. 

Basic facts about 
Lake Pyhäjärvi: 
Surface area 154 km2

Volume 840 km3

Mean depth 5,4 m
Maximum depth 26 m
Shoreline 80 km
Drainage basin area 615 km2
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Programme
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The goal: 

The good condition 
of the lake creates 

opportunities for various 
kinds of tourism.

The goal: 

We are prepared 
for the impacts of 
climate change.

The goal:  

Recognise all the risks 
and threats to the 

lake and be prepared 
to face them.The goal: 

Permanently maintain 
the external load at a 
lower level than the 
average for previous 

years.

The goal: 

Maintain and secure 
the good condition of 
Pyhäjärvi in the period 

2014–2020.

The goal: 

The local industry and 
municipalities can use 
the lake as a source 

of raw water.

Pyhäjärvi Restoration 
Programme 2014–2020
Pyhäjärvi is threatened by eutrophication. Actions 
against eutrophication development have been tak-
en since 1995. Restoration efforts have been suc-
cessful so far, but in order to maintain the good 
condition of the lake it is necessary to continue the 
long-term efforts. 

The Pyhäjärvi Protection Fund has been funding the 
restoration efforts over two decades. The main ac-
tor of the Pyhäjärvi Restoration Programme is the 
Pyhäjärvi Institute in Kauttua, Eura. The fourth 
term of the programme runs from 2014 to 2020.

The key to the success of the restoration work has 
been the long-term cooperation of various actors. 
The local municipalities, industry, organisations as 
well as residents have all been involved in the res-
toration efforts.

The vision of the restoration 
programme for 2020: 

The usability of Pyhäjärvi 
is excellent and on a 

sustainable basis in 2020.

The restoration programme is 
gathering the know-how of various 
actors by establishing drainage 
basin area, fishery, resident and 
research working groups. 

Welcome to the active and 
creative groups!

Reducing the external load
Nutrients and solids are carried to 
the lake by rivers and several small-
er ditches. This load originates from 
the catchment area and is called ex-
ternal load.

The external load can be reduced by 
many kinds of measures implemented 
in the catchment. Hundreds of water 
protection measures have been carried 
out in the catchment of Pyhäjärvi. 
Their goal is to trap solids and nutri-
ents as close as possible to their source.  

Fishery management
The right kind of fishery and fish 
stocks can help to maintain a food 
web structure that supports good wa-
ter quality and to reduce internal nu-
trient load.   

Biomanipulation – selective fishing 
aiming to improve water quality – has 
successfully been practised in Pyhäjär-
vi for several decades. Good results 
have been reached, mainly thanks 
to vital professional fishery and ac-
tive fishery management in Lake Py-
häjärvi. 

Research brings knowledge about 
the current and past state 
Pyhäjärvi is important for both national 
and international research. Information on 
water quality has long been collected, and 
the biological time series are exceptionally 
long covering many decades. Research pro-
duces basic information that supports the 
water protection work. It also provides in-
formation about the functionality and ca-
pacity of the protection measures.

Communication and education is an 
important part of water protection
The goal of communication and educa-
tion is to increase public awareness of wa-
ter protection measures and joint actions 
for the environment. The restoration pro-
gramme communicates actively in various 
ways. Local people can participate in the 
monitoring of the lake and send their ob-
servations to us or to authorities.

The goal: Public awareness of the 
restoration work has increased, 

people are conscious of the 
importance of everyday water 

protection activities and they fol-
low the state of the lake actively.

The goal:  

Profitable 
commercial fishing 

maintains a structure 
of the fish stock that 

supports good 
water quality.


